CIVILIZATION   AND   DISEASE

was sufficient in itself. He cured Mary Baker, who then became his
disciple; after his death in 1866 she carried on his work and from
it developed her own doctrine. In 1875 she published her book
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures. She moved to Bos-
ton where the Mother Church was founded. The sect grew and
has today over one thousand churches in the United States with
close to a million adherents.

Christian Science is not a therapeutic system but a religion. Its
strongest appeal to the people, however, probably rests in its prom-
ise of healing not only sickness but every sort of evil. For evil does
not exist at all. There is no matter but only spirit. Spirit is God.
God is good and omnipresent. Sickness, sin, death, do not exist.
They are human errors. When a person is sick, he is in error. When
he is brought back to correct thinking, he will necessarily feel well
again.

Christian Science became popular at a time when American
medicine was developing an extremely mechanistic approach to
disease and was neglecting psychological factors. There was a gap
into which Christian Science stepped. Conditions have changed
today. Medical psychology and psychiatry have developed and are
taking an increasingly important place in scientific medicine. As a
result, the Christian Science movement has stopped growing. It
will remain because it satisfies the mystical needs of a minority
which is always found in a society like ours, until some other move-
ment will take its place.

Christ sent his apostles "to preach the kingdom of God and to
heal the sick." The Protestant Church still preaches the kingdom
of God, but it left the healing of the sick to the physicians. It was
felt sometimes that the Church was neglecting one of its tasks by
leaving medicine entirely in the hands of the physicians. Christian
Science deliberately took the patient away from the doctors. A
movement of a totally different kind developed in the beginning of
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